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We Tie the Knot 5684 US 70 East - Goldsboro, NC .E
Village Green near Walnut Creek

Wedding Bells Chapel in the

Village Green offers six

romantic, intimate, afford-

able wedding packages to suit

nearly any desire. We have e
dressing rooms for both the .
bride and the groom. It’s spe- u
cially decorated with wedding

arch, flowers and seating up to ﬂ

75 guests. Music to make the [ &
wedding complete.

Getting married is a once in

a lifetime experience, whether

it be renewing your vows or

becoming newlyweds...you -Wedding Consultants

deserve this special dCly -Professional Photography
-Customized Ceremonies

A -Wedding Cakes

-Memorial Services

OPEN HOUSE -Bridal Showers
EVERY SUNDAY -Baby Blessing & Showers

2PM - 6PM -Chapel Rental
W -Business Meetings
-Free Honeymoon Bridal Registry

-Travel Arrangements (www.zttravel.com)

-Limousine Service

A A
Colt 9797782778

www.weddingbellschapel.vpweb.com B RI DA L - I S S UE
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Joy Overman,
Aloette Consultant

540 Braswell Road
Goldsboro, NC 27530

919-739-0050 (h)
919-921-2136 (c)

overmanj@firehousemail.com

Pharmaceutical Grade
Skin Care & Makeup

THIS “F0-SECOND MIRACLE" PEEL SOOTHES, CALMS
AND HYDRATES SKIN.

Karen’s Custom Frames

Quality Picture Framing You Can Trust

116 South Center Street
Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530

919-583-0304

Karen Sergent-Rakers, Owner & Operator ;
karenscustomframes @ncisp.net

SATURDAY,
MARCH 14
10AM—3PM
PARTY
CENTRAL

808
CORPORATE
DRIVE

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS W
ANNUAL EVENT WHERE YOU WILL BE
ABLE TO FIND EVERYTHING YOU ¢ A v.N.E

NEED TO
PERFECT

PLAN

THE COQUNTY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 734-2234 | COMMERCE
WWW.WAYNECOUNTYCHAMBER.COM | “Wopking For You'




Arts Council of
Wayne County
Art from the Crystal
Coast

featuring the Carolina Artists
Studio of Morehead City
Opening reception Thursday,
March 26 from 5:00 until
7:00pm.

March 26 - April 30

Lower level gallery

Paintings from Jeffery Boyette
April 1- May 29

Reception Friday, May 15 from
5:00 until 8:00pm

TA. Loving Gallery, upper level

30th Annual National Juried
Arts Exhibition

Opening reception Friday, May
15 from 5:00 until 8:00pm.
Exhibit dates: May 15 through
June 26.

Lower level gallery

Blueberry Pruning Workshop
February 27th, 2009 @ 9:30
AM - 12:00 PM

Goldsboro, NC

Wayne Center

This free workshop featuring
Bill Cline, Research & Extension
Specialist, NC State University
consists of a short classroom
presentation and then partici-
pants will travel to CEFS Small
Farms Unit for a pruning dem-
onstration. Directions to CEFS
will be provided at the begin-
ning of the workshop. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring
hand pruners and dress

appropriately for outdoor demonstrations. Please call Diane Lynch
at (919) 731-1525 to register. Deadline for registration is February
25, 2009.

gl WwwsSpecialoccasions4you.com g

Weddimﬁ‘vent, Palrty‘i-ﬁnning
Coordinating & Decorating

Silk Expressions

For All Your Special Occasions

373 Sanderson Road
Seven Springs, North Carolina 28578

919-222-9947

www.specialoccasions4dyou.com
W02 NOAHLSUOISBOO0[BI0ddS MMM

Patricia Mudd, Owner
trish@specialoccasions4you.com
see page 6 for feature story

Eat some pickles!
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Down Home Magazine is locally
owned and published by Cindi
Pate, PO Box 901, Pikeville, NC
27863 - All inquiries can be made
to this address.

All Community and Church News
for Down Home Magazine should
be made to downhomemmaga-
zine@nc.rr.com

All rights reserved.

Down Home Magazine is not
responsible for misprints unless
under signed terms of agreement.
The information included in this
publication does not always reflect
owners own personal beliefs or
opinions.

Down Home Magazine is distrib-
uted where consumers are. Local
businesses all over Wayne County,
doctors offices, downtown and

at all Hess/Wilco gas stations in

If you are
getting this
issue because
it is the Bridal
[ssue, con-
gratulations
on your recent
engagement
and upcoming
wedding.

There is nothing | love to do
more than to help, so | have
been all over Wayne County in
search for anything and every-
thing a bride and groom would
need to plan their “big day”.
And you know what | found?

| found that you don’t have to
go out of town to put your “big
day” together.

Need a ring, invitations, an
event p|onner, a gown, a fuxe-
do, a reception hall, a wedding
cake, limo, a carriage, a small
wedding chapel...well, look no
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futher than your own community.

Down Home Magazine wants to
give you a head start at finding
talented, unique and dedicated
businesses, close to home, that
want to help you with your wed-
ding. Along with tips to help you
make some of the decisions a
bride a groom might have to
make regarding their big day
and marriage in general.

Y Conds>

contributors

Sharkey’s Photography
Studio East Photography
Bender’s Photography
Dana Southerland
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Join us for the | @ Vave fuml
2vd Anual | @ | See the autique cars!
NC Pickle Festival! e PP
April 24-25, 2009 Get youn face paet VL SOME anials!
{ Did we say eat some pickles? |
26
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Nina Taylor, wedding consultant, opened an intimate and affordable wedding chapel in August of last
year near Walnut Creek at the Village Green. The old, two-story building has been completely renovat-
ed to house two beautiful chapels, a reception area, luxurious dressing areas for the bride and groom
as well as a travel agency. A limousine service is also offered by Nina’s husband, Don Tee Taylor. With
six affordable packages to choose from, any couple has the wedding of their dreams at hand.

| Wedding Bells packages can be custom-
™ ized to fit your wishes and your budget.
Ceremonies are scheduled by date avail-
ability. Want a midnight ceremony or a
Saturday afternoon? How about a Lake
side wedding? Nina and her staff are
there to help you make it happen.

Everything from flowers for your ceremony
to the cake at the reception, Wedding
Bells has your day covered.

The large chapel lends itself to decora-

Schools Use the “Power of Cable” to Boost
Education - Wayne County Schools on WCEA TV

On February 18, at 11:00 AM, Channel 18 became “officially”
available to Wayne County residence. Students and parents
who have Time Warner Cable will be able to watch Golds-
boro/Wayne County’s first ever Education Access Channel. The
channel is still coming together, but you can find educational
programming for your children and obtain information regard-
ing various school events and announcements on WCEA TV.

“This is an exciting opportunity for our local schools, our
students and their families, as well as the community at large,”
states Dr. Steven Taylor, WCPS Superintendent. “The Wayne
County Education Alliance Channel, or WCEA Channel, is

an innovative way for the school district to offer programming
geared towards helping boost academic achievement for stu-
dents.”

The education access channel was made available to Wayne
County Public Schools by the City of Goldsboro through its
franchise agreement with Time Warner Cable. The WCEA
Channel will air on Time Warner Cable’s Channel 18, across

Goldsboro/Wayne County.

“We are very grateful for the City of Goldsboro’s support.
Besides just running educational video programs, we also

look forward to using educational slides as a tool to keep the
community informed about educational events and happenings
across our school district,” adds Dr. Taylor.

As part of the Wayne School of Engineering core require-
ments, the school will only take rising freshmen who are ready to
complete their high school career immersed in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math.

Students have the opportunity to graduate with a 2-year asso-
ciate’s degree or complete a college transfer program which will
allow them to transfer as a junior to a four year university.

Initially started through a grant funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation.

Since there are a limited number of seats available at both
schools, parents wanting to enroll their child are encouraged to
register as soon as possible. Parents who would like more informa-

Traditional School
Dates 2
Remember

March 5, 2009
Bus Driver Orienta-
tion

March 11, 2009
Early Dismissal

On January 22 and Febru-

ary 4, inclement weather
resulted in closure for the
Wayne County Public Schools
district. To makeup both snow
days, students will now attend
school on Friday, March 27
and Wednesday, June 10. Both
calendar days were originally
scheduled as work days for
teachers.

Tuesday, June 9, which was
originally scheduled to be the
last day of the school year, will
now be a regular school day.
The makeup day on Wednes-
day, June 10, will be the final
day of school for students, as
well as be an early release day.

March 25, 2009
NC Symphony for 5th graders
Mount Olive College

Kindergarten Registration will
be held on Friday, April 24th
for the 2009-2010 school year.

tion about the high school or how to
enroll a student can contact Lee John-
son at 919-735-5151 ext 733 or Gary
Hales at 919-734-0070.

Applications are now being accepted
for the Wayne Count School of Eng-
eering through March 30, 2009.



THE MONTH
YOU MARRY

January
Marry when the year is

new, he'll be loving, kind
and true.

February
When February birds do

mate, you wed nor dread
your fate.

March

If you wed when March
winds blow, joy and sor-
row both you'll know.

April

Marry in April if you can,
joy for maiden and for
man.

May

Marry in the month of May, you will romance the day.
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Whoever wed in August be, many a change is sure to see.

September
Marry in September’s

shine so that your life is
rich and fine.

October

If in October you do
marry, love will come but
riches tarry.

November

If you wed in bleak
November, only joys will
come, rememberl

December

When December’s snows
fall fast, marry and your
love will last.

:/@;?zgyfﬁ é} Neleda

Senior Piclures . Children . Family Porrails. Weddings . Bridal Postrails . Matemnily

, www.sharkeysphotography.com
sharkeypholo@bellsouth.net

104 North John Streelt
Downtown Goldsboro

919.736. 3296

arry when June roses grow and over land and sea you'll go.

ose who in July do wed must labor for their daily bread.

L g
When planning your ceremony and
reception at a hotel, ask to speak to a
manager who is in charge of these ser-
vices. A manager should be in a posi-
tion to offer the best rates for the hotel’s
services. Ask the manager to throw in
extras. Use hotel house linens instead of
renting others. Hotels and catering halls
have their own “props” and centerpiec-
es that they are happy to loan. Always

ask for at least 10% off stated rates.
L w

DIGILIGHTEN STUDIOS
"TAPTURING MOMENTS IH TIME"

CHAD SMITH
H223-7050

CHADSMITHIEDIGEILIEHTEN.COM

WWW.DIGILIGHTER.COM

(Left) Mr. and Mrs. Danny Gray,
married Febuary 7, 2009
(Rightt) Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Doyle, married December 4,

2008

tions in the colors of your choice with bouquets and boutonnieres to
coordinate and can seat up to 75 guests. Both the large and small
chapels are ready at a moments notice and are specially decorated
with a wedding arch and flowers.

If you would like to see what Wedding Bells has to offer, visit them
during their open house any Sunday from 2pm to é6pm. Or, you can
contact Nina Taylor or her staff at 919-778-2148 to schedule a free,
private consultation. Book your wedding this March and save $100.

A Secret Garden Winery is the
culmination of the efforts of
Linda and Gerald Hall who have
been hand crafting wines the
traditional way for 10 years.

In the spring of 2002, the Hall's
planted both Carlos and Noble
grape vines in hopes of turning
a family hobby into a rewarding
business. All A Secret Garden
Wines are made without chemi-
cals and preservatives, a feature
which the Hall’s are very proud
of. They are now in the process
of having their operation certified
organic.

Today, A Secret Garden is a
definitely more than a hobby for
this family and not quite a secret
anymore.

Down Home Magazine did not
have the opportunity to do an
in-depth interview at the Winery.
Please look for this info in an
upcoming issue.
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With Wedding Planner ZPatricia “Trish” Mudd

by Cindi Pate

Do You Need A Wedding
Planner?

Take this simple quiz to deter-
mine if you should consider
hiring a wedding consultant:

1. Do you have unlimited time
to work on the wedding of
your dreams?

2. Do you have personal
knowledge of the reputations
of the service providers you
are choosing?

3. Do you know what to look
for in a contract between your-

self and a service provider?

4. Do you know the resources

available to you to help you
with your plans?

5. Do you know what to do if
you ordered the wedding dress
or maids dresses and there is a
problem?

6. Do you know all the proper
etiquette involved in a wed-
ding?

7. Do you know how to plan a
wedding budget?

If you answered “no” to at
least 4 of these questions you
could probably make your life
easier by hiring a wedding
consultant. The terms “plan-
ner’, ‘consultant’ and ‘coor-

dinator’ mean pretty nearly
the same thing....in Wayne

County, the term means Silk
Expressions.

Voted Wedding Wire’s 2009
Bride’s Choice Award, Silk Ex-
pressions with Patricia Mudd,
has more than 10 years ex-
perience planning the perfect
wedding day...your fairy tale

day.

From a cost perspective, hiring
a planner may be much more
reasonable than you may
imagine. With services ranging
from working side by side from
engagement thru the recep-
tion to only assisting with a few
vendors to being that extra set
6

Five years ago
Nelda Sharkey was
a science teacher at
Eastern Wayne High
School. After retir-
ing, she picked up a
Nikon 35 milimeter
(film) camera and
went to a friends’
wedding. It was there
that she realized she
was in love with the
art of photography.

After a couple of
years of shooting
weddings as a favor
to family and friends,
Nelda began con-
tenplating opening a
studio here in Wayne

County.

In October of 2006,
she decided to jump
in whole-heartedly
and opened Nelda
Sharkey’s Photog-
raphy at 104 North
John Street in down-
town Goldsboro.

Nelda believes that
being a photogra-
pher allows her to
express her artistic
ability in print. She

is recognized for her
one-of-a-kind artistic
approach to portrait
and landscape pho-
tography as well

as her photography
and design of post-
ers, brochures and

pamphlets.

Sharkey’s Photogra-
phy was awarded the
Best in Wayne County
at the 29th Annual
Juried Art Show and
her work is currently
on display at Plum
Tree Gardens Gal-
lery. Her work is also
featured on the cover
of the Wayne County
Chamber of Com-
merce 2009 edition
of “Visions” maga-
zine.

When asked about
wedding photogra-
phy, Nelda suggests
brides to consider a
budget, realize the
photographer’s style
and to know what
package she really
wants.Once portraits
and/or photographs
are taken, they can
be viewed online at
sharkeysphoto.com.

For more information
on Nelda Sharkey’s
art on display at Plum
Tree Gardens, or to
make an appointment
for a photo session,

call at 736-3296.
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-Thank You Notes

There is no way around

it. After the wedding cake
has been eaten, after the
honeymoon is over, there

is still one more wedding-
related matter to attend to.
It’s time for the newlyweds
to send out their thank you
cards. Most couples like to
procrastinate when it comes
to showing their gratitude,
but all the experts agree, this
is one area where etiquette
must not be breached.

A thank you note must never
be preprinted or typed. A
personalized, handwritten
note is expected. Many print-
ers offer blank note cards
printed in the same design
as the wedding invitation
specifically for this purpose.
Photographers also offer
blank thank you notes that
come with a picture of the
happy couple. The same

rule applies to the envelope,
it should be hand written,
showing your guests they
were each special enough for
you to take this extra step.

And, if you thinkqt's been
too long since your wedding
day...it's hasn't - send that
thank you note today!

22

of hands on that special day,
the packages are all based on
what you need.

Silk Expressions has a wedding
package for every budget and
has worked with budgets from
around $275 to $50,000.
(Remember, personalized pack-
ages can be put fogether) But,
no matter your budget, Patricia
and her staff will make your
dreams a reality - sticking to
her personal policy to NEVER
go over budget.

This local business is unique
in that Silk Expressions has
some items available to you
at no charge. Such as the
ring bearer pillow, flower girl
basket or feather pin for the
guest registry. Patricia also
gives a special gift to the bride
and groom that they can use
at their wedding reception...
something to say “Thank You”
for choosing Silk Expressions.

Patricia spends, on average,
250 hours on planning and or-
ganizing anything that a bride
needs to get done before and
on the wedding day. She and
her staff are there, personally,
to see you through to the end.
Even going to your honeymoon

You've already mC?zJe the biggest
i

decision: You're 'going to propose.
Now you need to find THE ring.
There are
many ways to
go about it,
and some uni-
versal advice
that should be
heeded either
way. Which-
ever your
approach,
we'll put you
on frack to
presenting the
perfect ring.

Know What She Likes

Of course it matters what you think;
the ring is a symbol of your love,
after all. But keep in mind that
she’ll wear this ring every day for
the rest of her life. When making
your choice, you don’t have to wing
it. There are lots of approaches you
can take to finding out what she
likes, with or without her help.

Ask Around

Get an idea of what she’ll love
by taking notice of the rings she
already owns. Are they heavy on

be alert for hints your beloved may
drop. Saying, “I LOVE so-and-so’s
princess-cut solitaire set in white
gold” every day.

“What-About-My-
Great-Grand-
mother’s-Ring2”
You have a family
heirloom, so it’s
all decided, right?
Maybe. Don't

let an heirloom
make you feel
trapped, like you
have no choices.
You can present
her with the ring
at the proposal as a “placeholder,”
saying it's o wear until you find

the perfect ring together. You can
also replace the stone with another,
have the original stone reset, or
melt down the metal and have the
sefting redesigned info a style she
loves.

-

Do Your Homework Before You Buy
You wouldn’t walk blindly into a
dealership and buy the first car you
found. A diamond ring is a major
investment, so there’s a lot to con-
sider before you buy.

location, if need be, to make
sure everything is ready for
your arrival.

If or when you decide that you
need a wedding planner, call
Patricia “Trish” Mudd at 919-
222-9947, 373 Sanderson
Road, Seven Springs, North
Carolina. This local diva can't
wait to sit down, talk, and put
together a plan that best suits

your needs. Consultations

are FREE. Bottom line, Silk
Expressions wants you to have
the wedding of your dreams
(stress freel) and is here to
help you in any way possible.

s &

photo in this article by Studio East Photography




NEWLYWEDS: Anyone who cares about you are going to offer you a few words
of advice about marriage, money and love... All I can say is to listen. But, you
are the only person who can know what is right for you and your new partner.
Newlyweds should be careful not to put too much stock into any advice they
are given. Advice is meant to be a helpful suggestion, not comprise a how-to
manual for their entire married lives. What works for one couple may not work
for another. Take your own relationship into consideration when using advice.
Here are a few words of wisdom from just a few local Wayne County couples in
various levels of marriage.

Tax Checklist If You

Are Getting Married sy
Richard Chapo

It may not be high on the list of
wedding planning activities, but
there are a few simple steps that
can help keep tax issues from
interrupting your newly wedded
bliss. If you recently married,
check out your new tax situation.
You might save money or even
prevent the problem of a missing
refund check.

The first things to handle are
changes of hame and address.
Later, as tax season approaches,
consider whether or not you'll
itemize deductions, which tax
return form is right for you and
what filing status you'll use.

No one should delay the cake
cutting or honeymoon because of
taxes. But here are some helpful
hints for later:

Use Your Correct Name

You must provide correct hames
and identification numbers to
claim personal exemptions on
your tax return. If you changed
your hame upon marrying, let
the Social Security Administra-
tion know and update your Social
Security card so the number
matches your new name. Use
Form SS-5, Application for a So-
cial Security Card.

Change of Address

If you or your spouse has a new
address, notify the U.S. Postal
Service so that it will be able to
forward any tax refunds or IRS
correspondence. The Postal Ser-
vice will also pass your new

address on to IRS for updating.
You may also notify to notify the
IRS directly by filing Form 8822.

Refund Checks

Each year, the Postal Service
returns thousands of tax refund
checks as undeliverable, usu-
ally because the addressee has
moved. Notifying both the Postal
Service and the IRS of an address
change in a timely manner can
help ensure the proper delivery
of any refund checks. To check
the status of a tax refund, go

to the IRS web site and use the
“Where’s My Refund?” service.

Changing Filing Status

Your marital status on December
31 determines whether you are
considered married for that year.
Married persons may file their
federal income tax return either
jointly or separately in any given
year. Choosing the right filing
status may save you money.

A joint return (Married Filing
Jointly) allows spouses to com-
bine their income and to deduct
combined deductions and expens-
es on a single tax return. Both
spouses must sign the return and
both are held responsible for the
contents.

With separate returns (Married

spouse signs, files and is
responsible for his or her

‘. Filing Separately), each

r own tax return. Each is

taxed on his or her own
income, and can take only
his or her individual deduc-
tions and credits. If one
{ spouse itemizes deductions,
-~ the other must also.

Which filing status should
you select? It depends entirely on
your specific situation. You should
consider sitting down with a tax
professional to make a determina-
tion.

About the author: Richard A. Chapo is
with BusinessTaxRecovery.com - provid-
ing information on taxes.

printed with permission from Article
Source: http://www.Free-Articles-Zone.
com

Congratulations
Freddie Sutton
& Elizabeth Mooring
on your engagement
February 14th, 2009




RECIPES
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Great Wedding Punch

2 liter Gingerale

2 liter Club Soda

1 bag frozen strawberry & 1/2 bag frozen raspberry
blended.

1 can of frozen lemonade

1 can of frozen raspberry grape

1 quart of frozen sherbet! put sherbet in last and let
melt

Gold Punch for
Your Reception

1 48-0z can pine-
apple juice
1 three-ounce
4 package instant
lime gelatin
2 cups sugar
1 cup lemon juice
f 1 small bottle of

= almond extract.
serves 30

Mini Crab Cake

1/3 cup finely chopped red bell pepper
2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley
2 tablespoons finely chopped scallions
3 tablespoons mayon-
naise

2 teaspoons lemon
juice

2 teaspoons Dijon
mustard

1 teaspoon Worcester-
shire sauce

1/2 teaspoon freshly
ground black pepper
3/4 cup panko bread
crumbs (available in the
ethnic foods section of
large supermarkets)

1 pound lump crabmeat, shell pieces removed

2 tablespoons vegetable oil, plus more as needed
Lemon wedges

1. Mix the bell pepper, parsley, scallions, mayonnaise,
lemon juice, mustard, Worcestershire sauce, and black
pepper in a large bowl. Add the bread crumbs and
crabmeat, and toss gently to mix.

2. Divide the crab mixture into 12 equal portions (about
1/4 cup each) and shape each into a 1-inch-thick patty.

3. Heat the vegetable oil in a large skillet over medium-
high heat. Add the crab cakes to the skillet and cook
until they're golden on both sides, adding more oil as
needed. Cook about 3 minutes per side. Serve warm
with lemon wedges. Makes 12.

Mini Taco Tart

30 individual frozen mini phyllo shells, thawed
3/4 cup mayonnaise

6 tablespoons sour cream

1/4 cup buttermilk
1/2 (1 1/4 -ounce)
packet taco season-
ing mix (3 table-
spoons)

1 tablespoon fresh
lime juice

Toppings: grated
carrot, shredded
lettuce, minced
cilantro, minced
green bell pepper
1. Heat the oven
to 3750°. Place the
phyllo shells on an -
ungreased baking sheet. Bake the shells until they turn
light golden, about 10 minutes. Remove them from the
oven and let them cool.

2. Meanwhile, in a small bowl, mix the mayonnaise, sour
cream, buttermilk, seasoning mix, and lime juice. Spoon
the mixture into the phyllo shells.

3. Top with the garnish of your choice. Arrange the tarts
on a serving platter and keep them chilled until ready to
serve. Makes 30

Tomato & Basil

Fingeri Sandwiches

4 slices whole-wheat

bread

8 teaspoons reduced-fat

mayonnaise , divided

4 thick slices tomato

4 teaspoons sliced fresh
~ basil

1/8 teaspoon salt

1/8 teaspoon freshly

- ground pepper
Recipe Directions

Cut bread into rounds slightly larger than your tomato—a
biscuit cutter works well. Spread each slice with 2 tea-
spoons mayonnaise. Top with tomatoes, basil, salt and
pepper. 20

LOVE NOTES _ byCindiPate

w

“I have many gifts, or so I've
been told. I'm referred to as be-
ing artistically inclined. | hope
that’s a compliment. | am a
gifted man but any and all of my
gifts are a gift
from God.... Of
all the gifts God
has given me,
the day he gave
me YOU is truly
my best gift.

...Woman, you
are one good

When you hand-write a note or
letter, you put yourself on the
paper through your particular
slant of script, the paper you've
chosen, the color pen you've
used. And,
you've done
something that
a kiss or hold-
ing hands can’t
do...you've giv-

r-ﬁ-a;.{_‘;— SO en your spouse

something to
hold on to and

reflect on.
looking silver
“fox” at the age My husband still

of sixty nine...|
love you”

This is a part of a beautiful love
poem that Mr. Donald Cor-
bett, a local writer and artist of
Wayne County, wrote to his wife
for Mother’s Day 2004. Mr.
Corbett loves to write and is
not afraid to express his love in
words. His writing style is some-
what complex and in-depth.

While many of us do not have
this in-depth writing ability, when
it comes to writing a love note to
your spouse...simple writing can
be intimate and meaningful.

Whether you are a newlywed,
have been married for 10 years,
or 25 years, a love note is a
cherished sentiment.

writes me love
notes - on a napkin, a scrap
piece of paper or even on the
back of an envelope he finds on
the kitchen counter. He leaves
them in plain site on the dining
room table, bathroom counter,
bedside table or in the drivers
seat of my car.

But, regardless of where you
leave or hide your love note for
your spouse to find, writing the
note and taking time to find a
unique place for it says loudly
that you are still very much in
love with your spouse.

| hope at age sixty-nine | am still
receiving love notes from my
husband...hope you are too.



What Down Home Magazine is all About

Down Home Magazine is a bi-monthly publication. It is a free news and arts magazine
that delivers passionate, creative and complete coverage of the community in which it is
published.

* [ts goal is to embody the character, the voice, and the spirit of its readers because their
community is unique.

* Down Home Magazine is a versatile source that gives communities a place to read,
write, and learn about themselves.

* Down Home Magazine balances hard news reporting with creative literary journalism.

* Through in-depth features, community discourse, extensive art and music coverage, games and cartoons, compre-
hensive event listings, and charitable causes, Down Home gives its readers defined and diverse sections in which to
explore and embrace their neighborhood.

* Down Home Magazine strives to ignite youth involvement in the community with its innovative design and creative
cultural content that will expose them to the history of the neighborhood and excite them to participate in its future.

We all call Wayne County home, even if it's just a short tour at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. I would like to ask
that you make it the best place to raise your children, buy your first home, to send you kids to school or to go out to
dinner....in whatever order makes your comfortable.
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Then you need invitations!

- Bridal Shower Invitations
- Wedding Announcements
- Save the Date Cards

- Wedding Invitations

- Wedding Programs

- Thank You Notes

- And so much more...

Special order or printed in-house
just for your special day.

305 North Spence Avenue - Goldsboro
919-751-2400

downhomemagazine@nc.rr.com

WEDDING
TRADITIONS

& FACTS

Average Age
In 2000, the average bride was 24 years old and
the average groom was 28.

Bridesmaids Curse

Thrice a bridesmaid, never a bride is an old charm
that can be broken by being a bridesmaid seven
times.

Dressing Matters

The tradition of bridesmaids dressing the same as
each other and in similar style to the bride comes
from ancient days when it was believed that evil
spirits have a more difficult time distinguishing
which one is the bride and putting a hex on her.

Engagement Length
The average engagement period is 16 months,
which is up from 11 months in 1990.

Engagement Rings

74% of all brides receive a diamond engagement
ring. Of those, 60% are involved in picking out
their ring, while 3% actually pick it themselves.

The practice of giving or exchanging engagement
rings began in 1477 when Roman Emperor, Maxi-
milian |, gave Mary of Burgandy a diamond ring
as an engagement present.

Formal or Casual
80% of brides plan formal weddings.

Internet Wedding Planning
8% of all Internet users are engaged to be mar-
ried.

It's Popular to be Unlucky

According to English folklore, Saturday, the most
popular American choice, is the unluckiest day to
marry!

Oldest Bridal Tradition

The veil dates back to ancient Rome, when it was
flame-yellow, always worn over the face, and
called a flammeum.

Second Weddings
In almost half of U.S. weddings either the bride or
groom has been married previously.

Bender’s

PHOTOGRAPHY

www.bendersphotography.com

Bridals - Weddings - Families - Children
Beach - Pets - Special Needs Children
Seniors - Sports - Special Occasions - Groups

117 E. Main Street - Fremont, NC

919-242-4350
email: bendersphoto@aol.com

30 years of Experience Jim Bender

- PBlossoms & Blooms Florist & Gifts
_"tT'," . e

Fremont N.C. 27830
Days of Operation : Tocsday - Sat
Phone : 919-242-6062
Owmner Operator : Natalie Newsome Speight

Now Available

Massage Therapy
Table - Hot Stone - Reflexology

Owner/Designer

103 E. Main S
P.O. Box 283




2009 is a DiY year for
Weddings. With the
economy the way it is and
with so many people in our

area beings so naturally n Iv
creative, DiY projects are Y
as easy as choosing your

maid of honor.

“He

(top left) These fabric

boutonnieres can be a funky twist to your groomsmen
attire. I found these examples as well as instructions
on how to make them at http://www.marthastewart-
weddings.com.

(right) Why not an outdoor wedding reception? It's as
free and simple as your own back yard. A nice floral
fabric is hung for a backdrop for guest to take photos
and a chalk board is provided for well wishes from the
guest for the newly married couple - what a nice and
less expensive version of its video taped option. Using
items that are available at large quantities from local
craft stores or even local farm equipment stores can
make the perfect shabby chic (which is all the craze)
serving pieces. And, mason jars only cost around $4 a
dozen.

There are all sorts of free sources to explore your

DiY options. Your local public library has computers
that you can surf the net and books with step by step
instructions. A great online source is http://www.do-it-
yourself-weddings.com/.

As in anything you do, there are some things it is okay
not to do on your own. Planning a wedding can be
very stressful. With all the things a Bride has to accom-
plish and time lines that must be kept, recruit some
help and start early. The last thing you want to be do-
ing the day before your big day is making boutonnieres
or hemming a skirt on your bridesmaids dresses.
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You've dreamed of this day
your entire life. Many of
your childhood days were
filled with dressing Barbie so
she could look her best as
she walked down the aisle
to meet Ken. Now, you are
looking for your wedding
dress.

Bridal expert, Dana Souther-
land of The Bridal Gallery in
Goldsboro, NC, encourages
a bride to start early. Special
ordering and custom

by Cindi Pate

f,

gown work-could take up
to four months on average.
Alterations may also need
extra time.

Dana also suggests you limi
the amount of people you
bring along to help choose
your gown. Too many opin-
ions could be confusing. And,
really, who's opinion really
counts?

Lastly, Mrs. Southerland asks
that you be willing to try on

a variety of dresses. Most
brides sort through many
pages of Bridal Magazines
and forget they are not 6 foot
4 inch models.

The style of gown should
match the style of wedding
you are planning...formal,
informal, destination - in @
church, outside or in a small
wedding chapel. These things
should be taken into con-
sideration when choosing a
gown.

Gowns are priced at around
$150 and up, but an aver-
age cost is $700. Again, the
price will depend on the type
of wedding you are having.
The Bridal Gallery offers a
wide variety of gowns from
contemporary, traditional and
everything in between. Spe-
cial order and custom work is
available.
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The Bridal Gallery has been
in business for sixty-seven
years and has been owned
and operated by Dana
Southerland for the last five
years. Dana has been in the
bridal industry since 1997.
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Wayne County Teen Scene

Local information that would be beneficial to your Teen!

by Cindi Pate

wardrobe
Garris Chapel UMC

And the king will answer
them, Truly | lell you, jusl
as you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family, you

did it to me. Motthew 25:40

When there is need, there is also
someone who realizes the need
and will do something about it.
Dana Southerland and many
others associated with Dana’s
Wardrobe have realized a need.

When it comes to Junior and
Senior prom, it can cost a small
fortune to help your daughter
live out her dream. Last year,
Dana Southerland and Garris
Chapel partnered to form Da-
na’s Wardrobe - a Prom Project
that helps girls who's families
cannot afford to purchase a
dress for prom due to economic
reasons or a fragedy such as a
house fire.
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Dana’s Wardrobe acquired
over 300 gowns in just its first
year. Not used gowns, but
brand new dresses from stores
all across the country.
Thirty-seven Wayne County
girls went to prom last year in
a beautiful new dresses from
Dana’s Wardrobe. And the
organization hopes to help more
families this year. Last year, the

project was new. Dana’s Ward-
robe hopes that more youth
leaders step up and nominate
the girls so that this year they
can empty the racks and help
make dreams come true.

With more than 400 new or
gently used dresses in stock,
Dana’s Wardrobe is accepting
applications from teachers, pas-
tors, guidance counselors and
other youth leaders for those
girls that would meet the criteria
to receive the donation.

Applications are screened and
girls are chosen based on need.

Fittings
are
private
and by appoint-
ment only. If you would like
to nominate someone, please
contact Christina Brown or
Jerry Mitchell at Garris Chapel,
252-566-4344. Also call if you
would like to donate gently used
gowns for this non-profit project.

downhomemagazine@nc.rr.com
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Edward

& Robin
Mooring,
married
February
14,1981-
My mom
always told
me to start
out like
you could
hold out.
That's pretty good advice from a wife
& mother of 7 children. My advice to
my own daughter would be to marry
the man of her dreams and pray for
him and their life together daily.

Local Marriage Law Information

Marriage License Information, Laws, Requirements

In most circumstances you may apply for a marriage
license at any NC county clerk office where you plan to
be married. In Wayne County, you can go to the Wayne
County Clerk of Court’s Offie.

Wayne County Clerk

Register Of Deeds

224 Walnut St

Goldsboro, NC 27533

919-731-1449

This document outlines the procedures you must follow to
obtain your license.

Cost of License

What is the cost of a marriage license?
The mar-
riage

license fee

is $50.00
dollars. Ac-
cepted forms
of payment
are cash.

e —

Residency
Require-
ments

What are
the residency
requirements
for North
Carolina?
None. You do not have to be a previous or current resident
of North Carolina to obtain a marriage license that is valid
statewide.
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photo by- Crown Photography

Waiting Period

s there a waiting period from the application date to the
date the license is issued?

No, you will receive your license immediately.

s there a waiting period from the date the license is issued
to the date | am allowed to marry?
No, you can marry immediately after receiving your license.

Age Requirement

What is the minimum age a man or woman may marry?
You must be 18 years old or older to marry without paren-
tal consent. A birth certificate may be necessary to show
proof of age.
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According to English

folklore, Saturday, the most r' f -

popular American choice, is o~
the unluckiest day to marry! ;

WEDDING
TRADITIONS

& FACTS

A

If you are in the market for

ece chic

Oldest Bridal Tradition

weddings

Simple ideas for an Enviromentally Friendly,

local wines, contact Linda
Wall Hall at A Secret Garden

Average Age

The veil dates back to

Tal’

Socially Responsible, Affordable and Stylish ancient Rome, when it was

Celebration from Down Home.

%erever you celebrate,

you can reduce the global
effect and often save money
by giving your wedding a local
touch. Buy wine from a nearby

Winery. All A Secret Garden
Wines are made without

chemicals and preservatives,

for your invitations—wiill
lower its contribution to
carbon emissions. Con-
sider it your wedding
gift to the planet.

a feature which the Hall’s are

very proud of.

\/

vineyard. Get your wedding
cake from a local bakery, and
use seasonal flowers, not
imports. Why eat food or drink
wine that has traveled thou-
sands of miles when you can
choose local options that are
just as good?

There are a variety of things
that you can do to help have
the economically sound,
environmentally friendly green
wedding that you are consid-

Pickles in a Blanket

12 thin slices Genoa salami

1/3 cup whipped cream cheese
12 jarred mini dill pickles drained,
plus more if needed.

1. Spread each salami slice with
a thin layer of cream cheese to
within 1/4 inch of the edges.

2. Place a mini dill pickle or two
in the center of a salami slice.
Roll up each salami slice, jelly-

ering, including the way you
shop for rings and enjoy your
post wedding ceremony food
and refreshments.

Buy antique rings or pawn

There’s just something irresistible
about mini pickles. You can never
eat enough of them and they are
made right here in Wayne County.
Talking about keeping it green.

roll style.

3. Cut each roll into thirds, pierce
each third with a toothpick, and
arrange on a serving platter.

shop rings; you often get a
more unique product this way
and you can save a lot of
money in the process.

Anything you do to make your
wedding a little more mod-
est—from wearing a borrowed
wedding dress to choosing
recycled paper or a website

16

While flowers have played a role in wed-
dings for centuries, and we continue to
carry on this tradition with flower bou-
quets. Give you guests the gift of flowers
that will bloom year after year creating

- memories of your special day. Give
# seeds or a seedling tree as your wedding

favor to your guests. Find information
from a local nursery or from the Forestry
Service.

In 2000, the average bride was 24
years old and the average groom
was 28.

Bridesmaids Curse

Thrice a bridesmaid, never a bride
is an old charm that can be broken
by being a bridesmaid seven times.

Dressing Matters

The tradition of bridesmaids dress-
ing the same as each other and in
similar style to the bride comes from
ancient days when it was believed
that evil spirits have a more difficult
time distinguishing which one is the
bride and putting a hex on her.

Engagement Length

The average engagement period
is 16 months, which is up from 11
months in 1990.

Engagement Rings

74% of all brides receive a dia-
mond engagement ring. Of those,
60% are involved in picking out
their ring, while 3% actually pick it
themselves.

The practice of giving or exchang-
ing engagement rings began in
1477 when Roman Emperor, Maxi-
milian |, gave Mary of Burgandy a
diamond ring as an engagement
present.

Formal or Casual
80% of brides plan formal wed-
dings.

Internet Wedding Planning
8% of all Internet users are engaged
to be married.

It's Popular to be Unlucky

flame-yellow, always worn
over the face, and called a
flammeum.

Second Weddings

In almost half of U.S. wed-
dings either the bride or
groom has been married
previously.

A

Consider having your wedding any day
but Saturday. Fridays are also popular
wedding days but may cost a lot less
than a Saturday event.

LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS

Stay 3 nights - 3* night 50% OFF

GOURMET OR CONTINENTAL PACKAGE

L _ ) P
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UNIQUE INTIMATE SETTING PERFECT FOR

Ly

Bridal showers, Wedding dinners, Receptions
Entertaining family, friends & business assoc.

Holiday & Specialty Parties

R E N

109 South George Street, Historic Goldsboro
Phone: 919-736-9412; 919-736-3356
Email: plumtreegardens(@earthlink . net

Web: www.Plum I reeGardens.com
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Kids Coming to the
Wedding? Make
plans for them at
the Reception.

Not all brides and grooms
want to exclude children from
their wedding. Many are happy
to welcome children into their
wedding both as members

of the wedding party and as
guests.

First of all, if children are in-
vited to the wedding, take into
consideration the ages of the
children. Babies will have to
stay with mom and/or dad, for
a variety of reasons. So plan-
ning to have all the children

in another room might not be
feasible. But if the children are
toddlers up to about age 12,
you can provide a separate
room for them with childcare

and a make a number of activ-
ities available to them.

If the children will be in a
separate room at the re-
ception, you can provide a
coloring table, perhaps a TV
with an appropriate movie
ready to roll, and some board
games. That could probably
be enough for the duration

of the wedding reception. Be
aware of a few things: there
should be a ratio of at least

1 adult for every 5 children if
the children are toddlers, or

1 adult to every 10 children if
the kids are older. Don’t expect
the kids to take up the activities
on their own, but rather tell the
childcare provider to get the
kids involved in the activities by
doing them him or herself.

What if the children will be
part of the reception festivitiese

photo by Crown Photography

What activities can be geared specifically to children at the reception? There
are plenty of things you can do, really. You can certainly plan a coloring table
at the back of the reception hall or room. There, you can provide loads of
paper, coloring books, markers and crayons. Paints are not recommended, for
obvious reasons, and moms will thank you if you remember to supply the kids
with washable markers and crayons only.

The art table can be more than just color-
ing, however. Buy a huge bag of pipe
cleaners. Kids can amuse themselves for
long periods
of time, mak-
ing animals,
odd figures
and the like.
Make sure you have at least 20 or more pipe
cleaners for each child, however, as children can
go through these quickly. Think about “clean”
clay, the new products that don't stick to any-
thing and don't leave a trace on furniture. With
a few different colors, kids can create a variety
of figures, faces or forms.

Many brides like to plan more formally for their small guests. There are several
options if this is the route you want to take. One popular option is to have

paid entertainment on hand
just for the children. This
can take place in a separate
room or toward the back of
the reception room or hall if
it's large and the guest list is
big. You can hire a clown or
a balloon artist. You can have
someone braid the children’s
hair and provide temporary
tattoos. If there is a separate
room available, you can even
hire a children’s musi-
cian to
come and
= entertain
2 the kids.
éo The op-
8 tions are

2 endless.

by Stud

o If no plans

2

S are made
for the

—

downhomemagazine@nc.rr.com
children, but they arrive at the
wedding expecting entertain-
ment, you'll have to make
some plans. One option is
a “child only” dance, which
allows only the children on the
dance floor. This is not only
cute to watch, and could be
entertaining as well, but it will
bring a smile to the face of
every grandma and grandpa
present.

Kids are asked questions about marriage...and, OH! how they answered!!

How do you decide who to marry?
“You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like if you like sports, she should like it that you like
sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.” Alan, age 10

“No person really decides before they grow up who theyre going to marry. God decides it all way be-
fore, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with.” Kirsten, age 10

What is the right age to get married?
“Twenty-three is the best age because you know the person FOREVER by then.” Camille, age 10

“No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married.” Freddie, age 6

How can a stranger tell if two people are

married?

“Married people usually look happy to talk to other people.” Eddie, age 6

“You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids.” Derrick, age 8

What do you think your Mom and Dad have in common?

“Both don't want no more kids.” Lori, age 8

What do most people do on a date?
“Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even boys have
something to say if you listen long enough.” Lynnette, age 8




